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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 



OUR APPROACHING MEETING 

President Will Earhart has been 
working faithfully to present to us 
at an early date a rather complete 
outline of our great meeting in 
March. How splendidly he has suc- 
ceeded will appear from the material 
printed on pages 4 and 5. You can 
plan your days almost to the minute 
— and this is more than two months 
ahead of time. A rich program you 
will all agree; it follows closely the 
lines laid down by President Arthur 
W. Mason last year which proved 
very satisfactory. Here are to be 
found stimulating addresses by emi- 
nent authorities on various phases 
of art instruction, live topics and 
discussions by leaders from our 
midst, abundant opportunities to see 
the varied lines of school and com- 
munity work which Supervisor Mil- 
ler, our host, is spending a full year 
preparing for us, and finally abun- 
dant opportunities for visiting each 
other and doing things together. Our 
concert deserves mention by itself. 



OUR CONCERT AT LINCOLN 

In response to numerous requests, 
there will be a complete evening's 
program at Lincoln given by the vis- 
iting supervisors. This will consist 
of three parts — (a) material sung at 
sight (first sight), (b) material 
which has been prepared during the 
Lincoln meeting, and (c) material 
which the supervisors have prepared 
before coming to Lincoln. For the 
latter work Elgar's beautiful but 
difficult cantata, The Music Makers, 
has been selected because of its pecu- 
liar appropriateness. The H. W. 
Gray Co., 2 West 45th St., New York 
City, will supply copies of this work 
to all who state they are engaged in 



school music work at 63c a copy. 
Let every one, who is coming to Lin- 
coln, write at once for a copy and 
get busy with his part. It is music 
for grown-up folks; it is worthy of 
your study. Read the wonderful 
text over and over — learn it by heart 
if you can — and best of all believe 
that it describes your function in the 
world as a music maker. But get 
your copy and get to work ! 



THE FAITH THAT IS IN YOU 

If the supervisor of public school 
music be called upon by superinten- 
dent or board of education to state 
definitely and comprehensively the 
value of public school music as a fac- 
tor in the education of the child, is 
she able to answer unhesitatingly 
and convincingly? Or, does the av- 
erage supervisor, like many others 
connected with the public school 
system, fail to realize the importance 
of music in the development of the 
child? 

Superintendents, the administra- 
tors of the schools, and boards of 
education are responsible to the pa- 
trons of the schools, and are held to 
strict accountability for definite and 
tangible results. The child is ex- 
pected to secure in his schooling a 
proper training, — mental, moral, and 
physical, which will assist him in oc- 
cupying his place in the world and 
in performing his work efficiently. 

If public school music is to grow 
and is to exert the force of which it 
is capable, those of us who have its 
future in our keeping must be pre- 
pared to convince the school authori- 
ties that music as a study must have 
a place in the curriculum as well- 
defined as any other subject which is 
now considered indispensable. Are 
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we qualified for this task? If not, 
what can we do to meet the duty? 

Since it must be admitted that the 
great stumbling block in the way is 
ignorance and indifference to the 
educational fundamentals underly- 
ing public school music, it would be 
well for all music supervisors to for- 
tify themselves by conscientious de- 
votion toward remedying this condi- 
tion. Music, — its study, its teach- 
ing, its place in education, and its 
basal significance, — should be made 
a part of the supervisor and her 
work. After she is so prepared, then 
let her see to it that these truths and 
facts are constantly kept before all 
of her fellow teachers, and before 
members of boards of education and 
patrons of schools. 

In this connection would it not be 
advisable to have a committee of 
ways and means appointed by the 
convention of music supervisors — 
say a committee of forty-eight, one 
from each state, — whose duty it is to 
devise a plan of action to be carried 
through so that music will be better 
known as an educational force. We 
should see that music is represented 
on the general programs of state 
teachers' associations — the superin- 
tendent's section of the N. E. A., and 
the N. E. A. itself. In many of these 
associations there are music sections, 
but seldom do we know of a speaker 
on the general program of any asso- 
ciation who deals with music in its 
larger sense and whose province it is 
to tell our fellow teachers the value 
of music as a necessary factor in the 
development of the child. 



gestion which may well be consid- 
ered at our next meeting — the form- 
ing of an advisory committee of for- 
ty-eight. This group would serve 
largely as a means of keeping the 
teachers of the country in touch with 
school music as it is being forwarded 
by our Conference; it would be a 
publicity committee which would be 
able to keep the Conference in touch 
with the thoughts and developments 
throughout the country. The repre- 
sentatives should probably be elected 
at the general state teachers' meet- 
ings. In some states, as in Ehode 
Island, there is already a Music Su- 
pervisors' Association which would 
be the natural connection. Think 
some plan thru; let's discuss it at 
Lincoln. 



ARE YOU ON THE LIST? 

Does the Journal come to you reg- 
ularly? If not, write the editor. Do 
you know of anyone interested in our 
work who is not receiving the Jour- 
nal? If you do, write the editor. 

Have you received your copy of 
the Proceedings? If not, read what 
the Treasurer says on page 13. In 
fact read what he says in any case. 
He'll tell you how to start well for 
the Lincoln meeting. 



A NATION-WIDE COMMITTEE 
The above excellent contributed ar- 
ticle contains near the close a sug- 



DO YOU WANT A BIG 
ENROLLMENT AT LINCOLN? 

Nothing in our last year's maga- 
zine was more helpful than our sym- 
posium on "Why go to the Confer- 
ence?" Have you something to say 
about "Why Go to Lincoln?" If so, 
send it to the Editor as soon as you 



can write it. Help along our cause! 



